
St. Matthews
has had fire
service since
1919 and for 88
of its 100 years,
the Monohan

family has had men serving in the
department.
   The first fire service in St.
Matthews was a brigade formed in
1919 under the name St. Matthews
Voluntary Fire Association. During its
early years, the
Association
purchased a
hand-pulled
hose cart and
then a Model T
Ford truck on
which were
mounted
chemical tanks.
But by 1930,
with the Great
Depression starting, the Association
and the St. Matthews Community
Club that sponsored it were falling
on hard times with little money and
few volunteers. A push to solicit
money from the community and
businesses allowed the Association
to pay off their new fire engine,
dubbed Betsy, and slowly began to
grow. In 1937, John M. Monohan, Jr.
joined his brother, Henry, who was

serving as a volunteer. Four years
later, he was appointed Fire Chief,
serving for 36 years, from 1941 to
1977.
   “I remember when my Dad first
became Chief in 1941, I was just four
years old and followed him around
everywhere, said Jack Monohan,
who started volunteering with the
department in 1951 and served as
Assistant Fire Chief for 20 years. “I
can vividly remember seeing a new

fire engine being
delivered to the
Ford dealership,
where it was
housed. The key
hung in the
showroom.”
Later, Jack
bought that
same engine and
refurbished it.
   Under Chief

Monohan, what was now called the
St. Matthews Fire Department
moved several times from modest
fire stations and three new fire
houses were constructed. Chief
Monohan also added new fire
engines, two-way radios, and the
first self-contained breathing
apparatus in the state. “Earlier,
breathing apparatus weren’t as
important as most smoke was from
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Firefighting family recalls SMFD’s 100 years

                        Continued on page 10

Fire Chief John M. Monohan, Jr.
Was featured on a recruiting
poster in 1972.

100 Years Timeline
▪ 1931 – Purchased modern

fire engine “Betsy”
▪ 1955  – Purchased first

ladder truck
▪ 1970s  – Moved in to

modern fire station and
hired first career firefighters
▪ 1984 – Became a fire tax

district
▪ 1989 – Built Fire Station #2

on Brownsboro Road
▪ 1999 – Remodeled Fire

Station #1
▪ 2015 – Obtained ISO Class 1

status from the insurance
industry
▪ 2016 – Created EMS service

and purchased two new
ambulances
▪ 2017 – Remodeled and

enlarged Fire Station #2
▪ 2018 – Merged with the

Lyndon Fire Protection
District

Jack Monohan poses among his vast
firefighting memorabilia collection beside
one of several fire engines he has restored.



In June, Mayor Rick Tonini and
the St. Matthews City Council
passed the annual budget. The
budget made appropriations
for the fiscal year of July 1,
2019 through June 30, 2020 in
the amount of $15,229,551.
The budget also included
Matching Award Program
funds of $1,205,000
designated for roads and other

items related to
transportation.
   Budget highlights include:
▪ Stream restoration at

    Draut Park
▪ 5 new police vehicles
▪ New leaf vacuum for the

    fall leaf pickup
▪ A bucket truck and dump

truck for use by Public
Works

▪ Trinity Hills drainage project
▪ Completion of the

Grandview Avenue/City
    Hall renovation
▪ Street widening and drain-

age project on Primrose
▪ Street resurfacing
▪ Sidewalks
▪ New trees and maintenance

A Message From…
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Louisville Gas & Electric
502-589-1444

Fast path options are: 1-1-1
(gas) and 1-1-2 (electric).

Emergency
Contact

Numbers

Louisville Water Company
502-583-6610

 To report emergencies like
water main breaks

or broken fire hydrants.

Hometown
History
1930s

This feature spotlights a moment in
time when our city looked a lot
different. Where do you think this
picture was taken? See page 9 to solve
this issue’s Hometown History mystery.

St. Matthews would like to
better communicate with you
by providing immediate
information regarding a
number of potential situations.
If you register for REACH Alert,
you will be able to receive
messages from the City  via
multiple formats.

   To register, go to www.reach
alert.com and click on the blue
text, “Create an account.”
When prompted, please use
the following information to
register for our Network:
Network Name: St. Matthews
(city); Role: Resident or
Business; Address: Enter the

address in first box and the
street name in the second box.
   Keep safe and informed by
getting connected with your
City!

Sign up for Reach Alert notifications



Recycling
Yard Waste
and Trash
Yard waste,
including
leaves and

grass clippings, will be picked up
on the same day as your sched-
uled sanitation collection. Yard
waste must be placed at the street
in either containers holding a
maximum of 30 gallons and
marked “yard waste only,” paper
yard waste bags, or compostable
plastic bags that meet ASTM
D6400 standards. There is no alley
pickup.
   Please note that designated yard
waste must not contain any trash

or garbage if it is to be collected
for recycling. The City of St.
Matthews offers free stickers to
designate containers for yard
waste. Visit City Hall during
normal business hours to pick up
your stickers.
   Curbside recycling cannot take
plastic bags and bubble wrap,
though you can recycle these at
Kroger. The following items can be
recycled at curbside:
▪ Soft plastic household bottles,

jars or other plastic containers
such as liter soda bottles, salad
dressing bottles, milk/water
jugs or laundry/cleaning
product containers.

▪ Any color glass bottles and jars.

▪ All metals such as tin food cans,
aluminum and steel beverage
cans, aluminum foil and pie
pans, and empty aerosol spray
cans.

▪ All paper and cardboard from
items such as newspapers, drink
boxes, milk and juice cartons,
food boxes, cereal boxes, junk
mail or other papers, magaz-
ines, and corrugated cardboard.

Note: All food containers and
aluminum should be rinsed free
of food residue. Also, remove
container lids and place in the
trash. If possible, flatten items
and remove labels.
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Easy Being Green

Recycling is collected every other
week on the same day as trash on
weeks highlighted in red. Holidays
are marked in blue and will delay

recycling and trash one day.

August 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

September 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

October 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

If you love
working with
seniors or for
seniors,

consider giving your time to
volunteer at SeniorCare Experts.
They are looking for volunteers to
drive meals to seniors, transport

seniors, perform office work, and
more. Call 896-2316 for more
information.

SeniorCare Experts needs volunteers



National Night Out
The St. Matthews Police
Department will hold a
National Night Out community
event on Tuesday, August 6,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., in St.
Matthews Community Park

located on Ten Pin Lane.
   National Night Out is an
annual community-building
campaign that enhances the
relationship between neigh-
bors and law enforcement
while bringing back a true
sense of community. SMPD
personnel will be present to
assist with interactive displays
and give information.
   Also participating and
presenting displays are St.
Matthews Fire and EMS and
the St. Matthews Public Works
Department. Other neighbor-
hood partners joining the
event are Mission BBQ, Kroger,
and Target, to name a few.
   Along with the exhibits,
there will be give-aways, prize
drawings, and equipment on
display. SMPD invites
everyone out to meet your
police officers and get to know
your St. Matthews neighbors.

Fingerprinting Services
The St. Matthews Police
Department offers
fingerprinting services on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from

9 a.m.–3 p.m. There is no
appointment necessary. A fee
of $10 per card must be paid
with check or cash. A valid
photo ID (driver’s license, state
ID, passport, etc.) is required.
The paper used for the printing
is provided for you.

Prescription Drug Drop Off
Prescription drug drop off has
resumed at the police station.
Hours of operation are
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
The drug drop off is for
unwanted prescription pills
only; over-the-counter medi-
cations are not accepted. All
drugs MUST be in a sealed zip-
lock bag when being
deposited.
   The following are not
accepted: drugs in plastic
containers (or in unopened
boxes containing plastic
containers), liquids, inhalers,
and syringes with needles.

Preventing Heat-Related
Deaths
According to KidsandCars.org,
an average of 38 children a
year die from heat-related
deaths after being trapped

 inside vehicles.
   The inside of a vehicle heats
up very quickly. Even with the
windows cracked, the temp-
erature inside a car can reach
125 degrees in minutes with
80% of the increase in temp-
erature occurring in the first 10
minutes. Cracking the windows
does not help slow the heating
process or decrease the
maximum degrees.
   To prevent heat-related
deaths, make a habit of
opening the back car door
after you park to ensure no
one is left behind. Enforce the
habit by placing an item you
can’t do without in the back
seat (example laptop, hand-
bag, etc.). Clearly commun-
icate about who is getting
each child out of the vehicle.
Other preventive measures
include keeping  your vehicle
locked when not in use and
never leaving car keys within
reach of children. You should
also teach children to honk the
horn when they are trapped
inside a car.
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Police Beat
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Crime Buzz
Prevent Theft of Valuables
The St. Matthews Police Depart-
ment reminds you to keep your
cars locked when you are not in
them. Take your valuables with
you or lock them in the trunk.

Package Security
If you are concerned about
package security, Amazon
packages can be sent to a locker
and held for pick up at Whole
Foods (4944 Shelbyville Road) or
Stein Mart (5055 Shelbyville
Road). Amazon Lockers are

secure, self-service kiosks that
allow you to pick up your pack-
age at a time that is convenient
for you.

Safe Exchange
Zone
The Internet Safe
Exchange Zone is
available on the City
Hall campus outside

the main entrance to the Police
Department. The area is well-lit
and under video surveillance at
all times.

   This zone allows those who
make Internet-based purchases
from websites such as Craigslist
and Facebook a safe place to
exchange goods. It can also be
used as a safe place for child
custody exchange.

Free house watch
SMPD performs free house
watches for residents who are on
vacation or away from home. Just
telephone SMPD at 893-9000 to
schedule or fill out the online
form on the City website.

Park Place
Playtime and family picnics in
Brown Park have been greatly

enhanced by the new restroom,
playground equipment, and

updated pavilion that
opened to the public in
June.
   The old playground
equipment, which could
not be added onto, was
donated to the Fowler
Community Center in
Belize City, Belize

through Hand in Hand Ministries
on the recommendation of Ed
Davis, playground contractor E-Z
Construction’s president.

Harry Hargadon,
Jr., a St. Matthews
City Councilman
for 26 years,
passed away June

11. Harry served on the City
Council from January 1974 to
December 2000. Councilman
Bernie Bowling, who served with
Harry, said, “Harry was on the
Council when I came and was a
very good mentor. He always had

the best interest of the citizens
and taxpayers at heart. Harry also
chaired the Police Committee
and was instrumental in making
the Police Department what it is
today.”
   Harry graduated from St. Xavier
High School, Xavier University,
and the University of Louisville
School of Law. In 2006, he retired
from the law firm of Hargadon,
Hargadon, Lenihan and Harbolt,

which he formed in 1961. Besides
his 13 terms as a St. Matthews
councilman, Harry served as
President of the Kentucky Acad-
emy of Trial Attorneys from
1972-1973 and served on their
board of directors and as an
advisor for many years.
   Beloved by friends and family
alike, Harry will be warmly
remembered and sadly missed.

Former councilman passes away
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Solicitation requires
a certificate
Those who wish to
ask businesses or
residents to
purchase some-
thing or to make
donations must be
registered with
the City of St. Matthews.
   To obtain a certificate of
solicitation, the applicant must
already hold a similar certificate
from the Jefferson County Clerk
or Metro Louisville. The app-
licant must furnish the City of
St. Matthews with a copy of the

certificate along with a photo.
There is a $5 fee.

   Those exempt
from the certificate
requirement in-
clude charitable or
civic organizations,
religious organi-
zations, educa-

tional institutions, and student
groups or parent-teacher
organizations. Organizations
wishing to solicit charitable
donations along road inter-
sections are not exempt from
the certificate requirement.
   These ordinances are meant

to protect St. Matthews resi-
dents. At any time, business-
persons or residents may ask
to see a solicitor’s registration
certificate. No soliciting is
allowed prior to 9 a.m. or after
7 p.m. any day of the week or
at any time on Sunday or on a
state or national holiday. “No
Solicitation” signs are to be
respected.
   For more information, go to
www.stmatthewsky.gov. Soli-
citation information is located
under the Business tab.

Code Words

Your Works at Work
Despite all the rain, the
following has been accom-
plished this period:

Competed Projects
▪ Maintained and checked

all irrigation systems.
▪ Trimmed, landscaped,

mulched, and planted
throughout City.

▪ Planted approximately
115 trees throughout City.

▪ Finished sidewalks on
Elmwood.

▪ Filled in sink holes caused by
too much rain.

▪ Cleaned up debris from
severe thunderstorms.

▪ Patched potholes on City
streets.

▪ City Hall and Library constr-
uction/renovation project.

▪ Removed and replanted
trees along Bowling

Boulevard.

Current Projects
▪Drainage improve-
ment study on 4000
block of Winchester
Road.
▪Drainage improve-
ment study on 3600
Block of St. Germaine
Court.
▪Improving design of
Trinity Hills ditch.

▪ Sidewalk tripping hazard
elimination project.

▪ Phased street sign replace-

    ment project.
▪ Grinding stumps and replant-

ing trees in public right of
ways.

Future Projects
▪ Sprucing up the parks: Crews

are active in cleaning up the
landscaped areas, re-mulch-
ing, and planting trees. A
large amount of storm debris
was deposited in the parks
following winter and spring
floods. The saturated soil has
hindered the ability to get
equipment on-site, but we
will clean it up.

▪ Phased street sign replace-
ment project.

▪ Road widening of Primrose
from Dellridge to Westport
Road.

▪ Stream restoration project in
Draut Park.
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St. Matthews-Eline Library: Check it

K&I model railroad display
The K&I Model Railroad group will
be on site August 4–11 displaying
their amazing scale model train
replicas for the entire community.
The display is available for viewing
during all open hours.

Storytimes
Storytimes are held every week as
follows:
▪ Babies – Thursdays at 10:15

a.m.
▪ Toddlers – Wednesdays at

    10:15 a.m.
▪ Pre-Schoolers – Wednesdays at

11:15 a.m.
   Check out the library website for
more information at www.lfpl.
org/branches/stmatthews.

Friday Dance Party – Summer
Reading Finale
Come wrap up Summer reading
with a monster-sized cookie cake
and lots of dancing on August 9,
10:30–11:-00 a.m. Ages 0-7.

Movie discussion group
Discuss the movie of the month
on August 20, September 17, and
October 15 at 2:30 p.m.

Computer repair
FREE computer tune-up and
repair service will be offered the

first Saturday of the month from
1–4 p.m. Help will be limited to
the first five persons to make a
reservation at taylor_rae@
hotmail.com. Participants should
bring a mouse and charger if they
have a laptop.

St. Matthews-Eline Library holds grand re-opening
After four years of planning and
construction, hundreds of
residents turned out for the grand

re-opening of the new St. Matt-
hews-Eline Library on May 9. The
day included a ribbon-cutting,

words of dedication, and tours of
the expanded and renovated
library.

Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer and St. Matthews Mayor Rick Tonini help
cut the ribbon signaling that the Library is open!

St. Matthews Mayor Rick Tonini shares
how the vision to expand and reconstruct
the Library became a reality.

Storytime, one of the Library’s most
popular events, is attended by children
of all ages on opening day.
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Season’s Greetings

Woman’s Club of St. Matthews
The Woman’s Club of St.
Matthews meets at the St.
Matthews Community Center,
310 Ten Pin Lane. Programs
begin at 10:30 a.m. and are
free and open to the public,
unless stated otherwise. For
more information, contact the
club president at 425-0903 or
visit our website at wcsm.org.

August 26
Concerned about being
prepared as you age? A
presentation by elder law
attorney Misty Clark Vantrease

will cover legal documents
seniors need in place as they
age, such as powers of
attorney, health care surr-
ogates, living wills, and wills. In
addition, concerns about long-
term care, including
government programs like
Medicare and Medicaid, as well
as private sources of pay, will
be addressed.
   Tim Holland with Remax
Associates will be on hand to
talk about the challenges and
strategies of selling the family
home.

September 23
Visit our website for upcoming
details about our Home Life
program.
October 28
The club invites all women of
Kentucky and Indiana who are
interested in knowing more
about the club or are consid-
ering membership, to an Open
House from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Light refreshments will be
served. Come see why the
Woman’s Club of St. Matthews
has been around for 81 years.

Alexander Hamilton Historical Society of Kentucky
The Alexander Hamilton
Historical Society of Kentucky
meets every 3rd Saturday of
the month at 10:30 a.m. in the
St. Matthews-Eline Library at
3940 Grandview Avenue.

August 17
Bill Riley will review In the
Hurricane’s Eye: The Genius of

George Washington and the
Victory at York-
town, by
Nathanael
Philbrick.
September 21
Joseph Cecil will
review The Trans-
formation of
Governance:

Public Administration for
Twenty-first Century
America, by Donald F. Kettl.

October 19
Dr. Aaron Hoffman will
review The U.S.
Constitution: A Very Short
Introduction, by David J.
Bodenhamer.

Three ways to help St. Matthews Area Ministries

The St. Matthews Street
Festival 5K Walk/Run, held at

8 a.m. on August 3, will benefit
St. MAM. To register, go to
www.stmatthewschamber.
com, and click on St. Matthews
Community Festival under the
Community Events tab. Reg-
ister under Kids, Family & 5K.
   On August 7, come to St.
MAM for the annual back-to-
school supply collection and
delivery. Donate, deliver,

or both!
   Tickets are on sale for the
Pulling Together Auction and
Banquet, scheduled for Octo-
ber 17 at The Olmsted. This
annual event is one of St.
MAMs largest fundraisers.
   Contact Julie Abbott at 893-
0205 or JulieAbbott@stmam
.com to volunteer or for more
information on tickets.



The Chamber of St.
Matthews and the City
of St. Matthews are
proud to present the
8th annual St. Matthew
Street Festival on
Saturday, August 3rd.
The festival will be held from
11 a.m.–10 p.m. on Frankfort
Avenue from Lexington Road to
Bauer Avenue.
   This family-friendly festival
draws a crowd of over 10,000
attendees and features multiple
bands and artists on its main
stage beginning around 11 a.m.
Bands and artists slated to
perform are The Quinney
Brothers, Trippin Roots, Roulette,

Freddy and the
Cruegers, The
Rumors, and Wax
Factory. For an
updated perform-
ance schedule, go
to stmatthews

street festival.com/the-bands.
   The Kids Zone, sponsored by
St. Matthews Baptist Church,
will feature games, activities,
inflatables, and vendors pro-
viding services for children
and their families. The area is
open from 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
   The festival will also feature a
general vendor section with
booths for local businesses and
non-profits. These booths will be

open from 11 a.m.–8 p.m. Food
vendors and bars will open at
11 a.m. and close at 10 p.m.
Vendor space is available.
   Limited parking for the festival is
available on nearby streets with
shuttle service from 10:30 a.m.–
10:30 p.m. at St. Matthews

Baptist Church,
3515 Grandview
Avenue. Atten-
dees will be
dropped off at
Frankfort Avenue

and Bauer.
   For more information on
becoming a vendor or about the
festival, go to www.stmatthews
streetfestival.com.
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8th annual street festival to be held

THEN
The undated photo on page 2 portrays Greyholt Cottage, the
former summer residence of J. Graham Brown, for whose
family Brown Park is named. The Brown family donated the
land for Brown Park to the City of St. Matthews in 1977. The
original Brown Family cemetery is located within the park.

NOW
Though the cottage is gone, the beautiful landscape that
surrounded it has become a part of Brown Park and is
enjoyed by countless visitors today.

Hometown History - 2019

Good Neighboring
Watch for Children!
In just a few weeks, children will
be standing on the corners
waiting for school buses to take
them to their first day of school.
Help keep children safe by
obeying traffic laws and observing
the speed limit. Always stop when
you see the bus arm come out —

this means children are boarding
the bus from either side.

Report problems
Graffiti, street damage, out of
service street lights, perceived
speeding or any other issue you
believe City leaders should be
aware should be reported by
calling City Hall at 895-9444.
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wood or cotton,” said Jack.
“Later, with smoke from
synthetics, that equipment was
life-saving.”
   Jack, his dad, and his uncle
weren’t the only firefighters in
the family. Jack’s brother, Doug,
started volunteering in the
department in 1964 and served
until 1974, ending his time as a
truck company Captain
before his day job
transferred him to
Arkansas. “I went to high
school at Trinity right
across the street from the
fire station,” said Doug. “I
remember doing my
homework at the station
and helping out. I grew up
in a fire fighting family, so
I was ready to serve as a
volunteer when I turned
21,” he said.
   Jack said service was
everything. “I remember that a
bunch of us were hanging out in
downtown St. Matthews with
our dates, and when the call
came, we left our dates right
there and went. If we missed
the chance to serve, we felt
upset, like we were not pulling
our load.”
   Jack’s wife Marilyn
remembers being in the car
when Jack got calls on the
radio. “The kids and I knew to
be silent at that point because
it was very important that
communication not be
interrupted,” she said. “I’d be
cooking dinner, and the alarm
would go off, and he would

leave immediately. We just
went on and ate because it was
a part of life. We made it work
and have been married for 56
years.”
   Gradually career firefighters
were hired in St. Matthews by
then Fire Chief Frank Florence
to assist volunteers and
maintain fire hydrants and

equipment. In 1984, the
department transitioned from
the original association to a fire
protection district, which is a
special taxing district governed
by a board of trustees.
   It was during this time of
transition that both of Jack’s
sons volunteered. Kent
Monohan began serving in
1976 and became a career
firefighter in 1987. He retired
from service in 2013 holding
the rank of Captain. “Believe it
or not, it wasn’t family tradition
that started me serving,” he
said. “I was going into the Navy,
and when my plans fell
through, one of my best

friends, who was serving as a
firefighter, suggested I join. I
did, and I never looked back.”
   Jack’s son, Stuart Monohan,
who is a current St. Matthews
City Councilman, began
volunteering in 1981. He was
hired as a career firefighter in
1984 and is now the Assistant
Fire Chief. “I remember as a kid

that it was very exciting
to see my Grandfather
and Dad run out of our
house to go help
others,” he said. “The
training we did and the
emergency calls we
made together with
other friends and
firefighters was very
fulfilling. The whole
department was and
still is a family, even if
we are not all
related.”

   Helping others is exactly why
Jack first volunteered. “You are
helping people through their
worst times, whether it be a
fire, a car accident, or a heart
attack,” he said. Reminiscing,
he told the story of a man he
pulled from a room fully ablaze
only to learn he died later at
the hospital. Domestic cases
were particularly hard. “Once, a
husband and wife were
separated,” he said. “The
husband set his wife’s house on
fire, and when she moved, he
set that house on fire, too. Both
she and the children got out
unharmed. It’s not always the

Continued from page 1

100 Years

                        Continued on page 11

From left, brothers Doug and Jack Monohan with
Jack’s sons, Stuart and Kent, gather in 1999 to
help dedicate Station No. 1 to their father and
grandfather, Fire Chief John M. Monohan, Jr.
Photo courtesy of The Voice-Tribune.
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Rib Cook-Off
On Saturday, October 12,
firefighters from across
Kentuckiana will come out to
compete in the fifth annual Metro
Louisville Firefighters Rib Cook-
Off. Hosted by St. Matthews Fire
& Rescue, the cook-off benefits
the WHAS Crusade for Children
and Norton Children’s Hospital
Foundation.
   Registration for teams is open
now. An online registration form,

rules, and other information can
be found at www.stmatthews
fd.com under the Rib Cook-Off
tab.
   The cook-off will feature family-
friendly festivities as well as a
celebration of St. Matthews Fire
& Rescue’s 100 years of fighting
fires, complete with antique fire
apparatus and retired fire-
fighters. Come out and have
some good food and join in the
celebration!

Hot Off the Press

Volunteer firefighter John Volkerding,
who has managed SMFD’s Crusade
for Children campaign for 20 years,
prepares to drive the fire truck to
collect neighborhood donations.

fires that get the most press
that are the toughest to
deal with,” he said.
    This passion for helping in
an emergency was passed
down in the Monohan
family as three more family
members joined the
department. A cousin,
Justin Tamplin, whose
mother is a Monohan,
began volunteering in 1993
on his 18�� birthday. He served with
a rank of Firefighter 1 until 1998
when his career as a sound
engineer took him to Colorado. He
said his decision to volunteer was
definitely influenced by the family
tradition.    Robbie Monohan,
Kent’s son, was in the Explorers
from 2000–2002, a program akin to
the Boy Scouts, where teenagers
train with firefighters and learn
about the profession. At 18, he
joined the Air Force, where he
holds the rank of E6 Technical
Sergeant.
   Robbie’s brother, Michael, began
volunteering in 2005 and was hired

as a career
firefighter in 2007.
After six years at
St. Matthews, he
moved to the
Louisville Fire
Department,
where he currently
holds the rank of
Sergeant on
Engine 6. “As a
little kid I was

surrounded by firefighters and
loved looking at my Grandpa’s
firefighting collection,” he said. “I
used to hang out with my Dad
when I was in high school, but I
didn’t pursue firefighting as a
career right off. I wanted to be a
chef. Then I spoke with a
representative at Sullivan College
and decided the hours chefs kept
weren’t for me.” He laughed. “My
Dad mentioned that a firefighting
recruiting class was starting, so I
joined. By the third class, I was
hooked.”
   Since 1992, St. Matthews Fire
Department has continued to

grow under the leadership of
current Fire Chief William J. Seng.
In 2015, the department attained
an ISO Class 1 classification, the
best rating in the country. In 2016,
the fire district purchased two
ambulances and hired paramedics
and emergency medical techni-
cians to provide primary EMS
medical care for the area. In 2017,
Fire Station #2 was enlarged and
remodeled to accommodate the
new ambulance and the addition of
a fire engine. Most recently, in July
of 2018, the St. Matthews and
Lyndon fire districts merged, bring-
ing together two great organiza-
tions.
   Throughout most of its 100 years
of change, the Monohan family has
been a part of the St. Matthews
firefighting family. When asked
what he says to today’s firefighters,
Jack said that the key to the job is
to give it your most. “It’s the best
job in the world,” he said.

Continued from page 10

A 1972 recruiting poster
featured Fire Chief John
Monohan, Jr.



City of St. Matthews
3940 Grandview Avenue
P.O. Box 7097
St. Matthews, KY 40257-0097

STD PRST
U.S. Postage

PAID
Louisville, KY
Permit #976

Government Access

City Hall Office:    895-9444

Code Enforcement:   899-2512

Police Department:  893-9000

City Engineer:   899-2518

     Public Works:        899-2517

Property Taxes:   899-2511

Police Records:   899-2537

Emergency: 911

Your Elected Officials for
the City of St. Matthews:

Mayor Richard J. Tonini

City Council
Bernard Bowling

Cathi Clark

Frank Flynn

Tim Holland

Stuart Monohan

Mary Jo Nay

Amy Olson

Tony Weiter

City Council meetings begin at 7 p.m.
on the second and fourth Tuesday of
each month.

   City Council meeting minutes are
   online at www.stmatthewsky.gov.

Reach Alert

To receive
emergency and/or

community
service notifications

through
St. Matthews’

Reach Alert system,
sign up at

www.reachalert.com
or call

1-877-307-9313.


