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COMMUNITY SAFETY 
The best way to deal with crime and victimization is to stop crime before it occurs. All 
communities are safer when citizens work together to build safe and healthy neighborhoods and 
workplaces. Public safety is a shared responsibility, in which both citizens and police have 
important roles. Small steps are often the best way to start building safe and healthy 
communities, which could involve such simple things as alerting your neighbors or the police 
when suspicious activity seems to be happening.  
 
Here are some suggestions for building your local community to enhance security and quality-
of-life:  
 
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY 
Call the police, or in an emergency call 911. One of the most useful tools for crime prevention is 
to call your local police, or in an emergency call 911.  
You may think that the police do not want to be called if something suspicious is happening, but 
that is not the case.  
When in doubt, call the police. Here are some situations in which you should call your local 
police or use 911:  

• Unusual noises, such as someone screaming for help  
• A vehicle that seems to be "casing" the neighborhood  
• Furniture being removed from homes when the owners are on vacation or at work  
• An abandoned car that is unknown to you or your neighbors 
• A stranger looking into homes or parked cars  
• Unusual activities of pets, such as a dog barking that is normally quiet  
• A salesperson going door to door who doesn’t have the proper credentials  

 
Your Community – Your Safety GET INVOLVED!  
 
MYTHS AND FACTS 
Almost everyone has an opinion on trends in break-and-enters – why they occur or how to 
prevent them. Here are some facts regarding a few myths about break-ins. Most residential 
break-ins happen at night. Most residential break-ins actually happen during the day, when the 
majority of people are not at home.  
 
A chain lock offers good security. People buy chain locks in the belief that they provide 
adequate protection when answering the door. But the fact is that chain locks actually offer very 
little protection against the threat of a forced entry, and can result in a false sense of security 
when a superior lock is disengaged. 
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A wide-angle peephole on your door is far superior because it will allow you to see who is 
outside your door while preventing the person from seeing inside your home and possibly 
breaking the chain lock. 
 An alarm system is all that I need to protect my home and family. Unfortunately, this view is 
NOT shared by the average thief, and you may still be at risk.  
 
Residential alarm systems do indeed offer an increased level of security and some deterrence 
to criminals. However, they should not be considered as exclusive replacements for other home 
security measures, but should be used in conjunction with them. 
 
LIGHTING  
Lighting is one of the most cost-effective deterrents to burglary. Indoor lighting gives the 
impression that a home is occupied. If you are going to be away from your home, consider using 
automatic timers to switch interior lights on and off at preset times. Outdoor lighting can 
eliminate hiding places. Install exterior lighting near porches, rear and side doorways, garage 
doors, and all other points of entry. Entryways to your home always should be well lighted. 
Place lights out of reach from the ground so the bulbs cannot be removed or broken. Aim some 
lights away from the house so you can see if anyone is approaching, or install motion- sensing 
lights, which turn on automatically as someone approaches.  
 
SHRUBS AND LANDSCAPING  
Your home’s walkways and landscaping should direct visitors to the main entrance and away 
from private areas. The landscaping should provide maximum visibility to and from your house. 
Trim shrubbery that could conceal criminal activity near doors and windows. Provide light on 
areas of dense shrubs and trees that could serve as hiding places. Cut back tree limbs that 
could help thieves climb into windows, and keep yard fencing low enough to avoid giving 
criminals places to hide. 
  
Making your home safer from crime doesn’t always mean having to install expensive alarms—
effective home security starts with properly locked doors and windows and visible, well- lighted 
entryways.  
 
EXTERIOR DOORS  
All exterior doors should be either metal or solid wood. For added security, use strong door 
hinges on the inside of the door, with non-removable or hidden pins. Every entry door should be 
well lighted and have a wide-angle door viewer so you can see who is outside without opening 
the door.  
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LOCKS 
 Strong, reliable locks are essential to effective home security. Always keep doors and windows 
locked—even a five-minute trip to the store is long enough for a burglar to enter your home. Use 
quality keyed knobs as well as deadbolts— deadbolts can withstand the twisting, turning, prying, 
and pounding that a regular keyed knob can’t. When choosing a deadbolt, look for such features 
as a bolt that extends at least one inch when in the locked position, to resist ramming and 
kicking; hardened steel inserts to prevent the bolt from being sawed off, and a reinforced strike 
plate with extra long mounting screws to anchor the lock effective 
 
Most deadbolts are single-cylinder; they operate from the outside with a key and from the inside 
with a thumb latches. Double-cylinder deadbolts require a key to open the lock from both 
outside and inside your home. These locks are especially effective for doors with glass within 40 
inches of the lock—an intruder cannot break the glass and unlock the door by reaching through. 
Some jurisdictions do not allow these locks— check with your local law enforcement or building 
code authorities before installing a double cylinder deadbolt. As one alternative, security glazing 
can be applied to glass panels in or near the door, or shatterproof glass can be installed, though 
these options can be expensive 
 
SLIDING GLASS DOORS  
Sliding glass doors can offer easy entry into your home. To improve security on existing sliding 
glass doors, you can install keyed locking devices that secure the door to the frame; adjust the 
track clearances on the doors so they can’t be pushed out of their tracks; or put a piece of wood 
or a metal bar in the track of the closed door to prevent the door from opening even if the lock is 
jimmied or removed.  
 
WINDOWS 
 Most standard double-hung windows have thumbturn locks between the two window panels. 
Don’t rely on these—they can be pried open or easily reached through a broken pane. Instead, 
install keyed locking devices to prevent the window from being raised from the outside, but 
make sure everyone in the house knows where to find the keys in case of an emergency. Some 
jurisdictions have restrictions on this type of lock—check with your local law enforcement before 
you install them. An easy, inexpensive way to secure your windows is to use the “pin” trick. Drill 
an angled hole through the top frame of the lower window partially into the frame of the upper 
window. Then insert a nail or eyebolt. The window can’t be opened until you remove the nail. 
Make a second set of holes with the windows partly opened so you can have ventilation without 
intruders. 
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WAYS TO HELP REDUCE AUTO THEFT: 
  
When leaving your vehicle remember……. 

1. Never leave your vehicle running unattended 
2. Lock all doors 
3. Remove all valuables 
4. Completely close all the windows 
5. Park in a well-lit location 
6. Never leave the keys in a vehicle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


